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CA-AFCS 

IS PLEASED TO HONOR 
OUR 2022  

AWARD RECIPIENTS 
FOR THEIR 

OUTSTANDING 
LEADERSHIP TO THE 
FCS ORGANIZATION 

 
 

CONGRATULATIONS 
AND THANK YOU TO: 

 

CONTEMPO 
  CONNECTING PROFESSIONALS. TOUCHING LIVES.  

CA-AFCS Members: 

 

 

 

2022 CA-AFCS Conference—Reflections 

 

W ith a rich history of one hundred and one years since our inception, CA-

AFCS has wrapped up our 2022 conference and we are grateful for the 

opportunity to bring current FCS research and scholarship to both our 

members and non-members. We were able to combine our event with FCS 

Leadership & Management along with the Family & Consumer Sciences 

Teacher’s Association of California which made for a rich and diverse 

experience. Highlights of the conference include: 

 

 The Board of Directors annual face to face meeting 

 An evening reception replete with friends and great nibbles  

 A day packed with presentations and posters 

 A plenary networking event with FCS L&M and FCSTAC 

 A Business and Industry panel 

 A lunch session where students voices on FCS were shared 

 A closing session with grant and scholarship information and CA-AFCS 

Awards 

 

All in all, we walked away with an experience that we will remember for years 

to come. If you were with us, we thank you so much for being a part of the 

conference. And if you couldn’t be with us, we hope you will be able to join us 

sometime in the future. 

 

We extend our heartfelt thanks to the planning tri-chair for their outstanding 

work in putting a conference of this size together... 

 

 Mindy Trisko   

 Dolores Robles 

 Nancy Rabolt 

 

And we extend our whole-hearted thanks to our partners— 

FCS Leadership & Management and FCSTAC  

 

The Team @ Contempo 

DIANE LEWIS -GOLDSTEIN  

DOLORES ROBLES 

https://www.aafcs-ca.org/ca/
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The Hilton San Diego Mission 

Valley Hotel… 

was the perfect venue for the 2022 CA-AFCS Confer-

ence. It was designed with warm neutral colors and 

striking lines. Its amenities included a pool, gymnasi-

um, and Jacuzzi. It was great to spend time there.  

Below are just a handful of images to commemorate 

the occasion.  

Ivana Markova & Gus Vouchilas research 
presentation 

Dolores Robles being awarded for her Outstanding 
Leadership to CA-AFCS 

Gus Vouchilas and student 
participant at poster session 

Student participants at CA-AFCS lunch 
session. 

Faith Phillips poster 
presentation 

Jody Roubanis and Leah 
Bergmann at poster 

session 

Wendy Reiboldt and 
Anthony Ortega at lunch 

session 

Student participants at poster session. 

Student participants 

Paola Ruiz Ovando at 
poster session 

Kristina Briggs at poster 
session 

Jody Roubanis and Cady 
Kinzler at poster session 

CA-AFCS lunch session. Melissa Webb addressing FCS Education 

https://www.aafcs-ca.org/ca/
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Reflection on the CA-AFCS Conference 

A fter Zoom 

conferences, it 

was a delight to get 

together in person and 

visit colleagues who we 

only seem to get a 

chance to see at a 

conference.  As 

always, the sessions 

were informative and inspiring. The session on 

infusing aging related content into FCS was 

insightful as at the Board of Directors meeting 

the day before we had a discussion about 

including gerontology programs in our 

University List of FCS programs.  My absolute 

highlight during this conference, though, was 

my great sense of pride over former students 

when I saw Sharona Schnall and Karen Wong 

standing behind their posters and heard 

Veronica Muncal present her graduate 

research project about LIFE (Livelihood 

Incubator and Financial Empowerment).  Gus 

wanted to make sure that we had a lot of 

students there and we did, but for my students 

who were there AND had their first taste of 

presenting at a state conference, that was just 

the unexpected extra crowning moment for 

me.  It is my sincere hope that we would be 

able to have more faculty involvement, along 

with their students, so that many more can 

experience those same warm and wonderful 

feelings. 

Getting together with my friends from Washington state, from left 
to right: Rene' Ketchum, LynDee Lombardo, Donna Graham, 

Diane Lewis-Goldstein, & Ira Goldstein.    

Dr. Jongeun Kim, CSUN 
professor in the foreground, 

listening to Sharona. 

CSUN students, Karen 
Wong, Maria De Garcia 
(their poster) and Emely 

Ordonez, another student.  

CSULB students are Victor Sanchez and Alexa Aquino, the FCS 
teacher from Bellflower Middle School is Pamela Seamster, an 

FCCLA Advisor.  

https://www.aafcs-ca.org/ca/


 

ISSUE 2 | APRIL 2022                                                          AAFCS-CA.ORG                                             PAGE | 4 

CA-AFCS IS PLEASED TO SHINE 
A LIGHT ON 

 

ISABELLA BROWN 
 

Member of CA-AFCS 

I 
sabella currently plays 

a leading role in the 

Inclusion Pilot Project 

at San Francisco State 

University. 

The Inclusion Pilot 

Project is for students 

with intellectual and 

developmental disabilities who are interested in 

being included in the academic and social 

components of campus life. The SF State 

Inclusion Pilot Project works to meet students 

where they are regardless of ability and aspires to 

make college accessible to everyone.  

A person-centered planning process supports 

students to create an individualized plan of study 

aligned with their personal, academic and career 

goals. An individualized plan typically consists of 

courses, social activities, intern/job activities, 

housing support, and a career path. Students in 

the pilot project are not on a degree track but 

receive a certificate of completion detailing their 

satisfaction of their academic, social and 

vocational goals as laid out in their individualized 

person-centered plan. 

https://cel.sfsu.edu/inclusion 

 

 

I sabella Brown earned her Bachelor of Arts in Family 

& Consumer Sciences in 2015 at San Francisco State 

University. During her final year in this program, she 

completed a Field Experience at the Disability 

Programs and Resource Center as an intern for a 

Disability Specialist where she volunteered as both a 

facilitator and student mentor for the Autism Support 

Group. This provided her with a tremendous learning 

experience that would lead her to furthering her studies.  

Immediately upon graduating with her undergraduate 

degree, she was accepted into the Master of Arts 

program in Special Education, also at San Francisco 

State University where she designed a culminating 

experience project that would impact the lives of 

students on the autism spectrum at the university. Her 

project included the design and implementation of a 

safe space on campus where students could come and 

spend time alone or together with other students. The 

environment she developed was a creative approach 

that encouraged students to work on projects or just to 

hang out. The students greatly appreciated the 

experience of being in a space that offered them so 

much. In 2018, Isabella was awarded a Master of Arts 

degree in Special Education and was honored with the 

graduate “Distinguished Achievement Award.” Having 

completed her Masters degree, she then was then 

accepted into the Education Major (Special Education, 

Joint SFSU Program with University of California, 

Berkeley) where she is currently working on her 

Doctoral degree. Isabella joined CA-AFCS two years 

ago and quickly got involved in a leadership role. She 

has been active on the nominating committee and 

continues in this position. In the summer of 2020, the 

Bay District held a short series of webinars for the CA-

AFCS state membership and Isabella presented her 

work on the Inclusion Pilot Project at San Francisco 

State University where she has been instrumental in 

working with both faculty and students to provide three 

students with a college experience that is sure to make 

a tremendous impact on their quality of life. CA-AFCS is 

pleased to honor Isabella Brown and her contributions 

to the organization. 

MEMBERSHIP CORNER 

https://www.aafcs-ca.org/ca/
https://cel.sfsu.edu/inclusion


ISSUE 2  | APRIL 2022     AAFCS-CA.ORG       PAGE | 5 

U
P

C
O

M
IN

G
 E

V
EN

TS
 To read more about an 

event, please click here. To 
register for a particular 
event(s) click on the 
“Register Now” box of the 
event(s) for which you wish 
to register. 
Ask district leaders for more 
information on activities 
specific to your district!  

113th AAFCS Annual Conference (hybrid) - Orlando 
FL 
Starts:  Jun 25, 2022 07:00 AM (ET) 
Ends:  Jun 27, 2022 08:00 PM (ET) 
Where:   DoubleTree by Hilton Orlando at SeaWorld, 
10100 International Dr., Orlando, FL 32821 

25-27

JUN 

Grant Application 
2022 

2022 IFHE World Congress 
Starts:  Sep 6, 2022 08:00 AM (ET) 
Ends:  Sep 10, 2022 11:59 PM (ET) 
Where:   Hyatt Regency Atlanta, 265 Peachtree Street 
NE, Atlanta, GA 30303 06 

SEP 

Grant Application 
2022 

2022 Fall Leadership Workshop (in-person) 
Starts:  Sep 30, 2022 01:00 PM (ET) 
Ends:  Oct 2, 2022 09:00 PM (ET) 
Where:   Hyatt Centric, 1325 Wilson Boulevard, 
Arlington, VA 22209 30 

SEP 

CONGRATULATIONSTO THE FOLLOWING  

SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS FOR  2022! 

ELECTION RESULTS 

CA-AFCS would like to congratulate and thank the following members for their willingness 
to serve our organization: 

Gus Vouchilas – VP Programs 
Patience Kleine – Secretary 

Sandy Carpenter – Nominating Committee Member 
Jody Roubanis – Nominating Committee Member 
Nancy Dayne – Extended Education Fund (EEF) 

Name Scholarship Received College/University Attending 

Chole Cendejas CA-AFCS California State University, Long Beach 

Madiha Hafeez Ellen Ferguson Snyder Scholarship San Diego Community College 

Ivie Mazzola Ellen Ferguson Snyder Scholarship Point Loma Nazarene University 

Kathryn Nielsen Marguerite Fenner San Francisco State University 

Sarah Noss Bay District San Francisco State University 

Jacqueline Ordonez CA-AFCS San Francisco State University 

Sharona Schnall CA-AFCS California State University, Northridge 

Qiaojuan Tan CA-AFCS San Francisco State University 

Mara Franco Tomasevich Marguerite Fenner San Francisco State University 

Laree Washington CA-AFCS California State University, Northridge 

Madeleine Wilson  Ellen Ferguson Snyder Scholarship Point Loma Nazarene University 

https://www.aafcs-ca.org/ca/
https://www.aafcs.org/events/calendar

