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President’'s Message

A Travel Journal

Late October — Earty Novemlber 2007
Frost Is predicted ond does appear.
Summer flowers are drooping  and
leaves are  fuming colors  and
dropging down  daily. The lades’
shoe shops are full of women looking
for new winter boots, black s
definitely  "the color” of choice.
Winter is coming 1o Siedlce, Poland.
Also guickly coming is All Souls and All
Saints Day, o national holiday  on
MNovember 1.

People in this ared are going to the
local cemetery to scrub, not wipe off,
the flat marble grave coverings and
the large head stones of  family
memibers.

Arfificial flower arrangements are on
display in flower shops and on streetfs
by wendors. Some  arangements
hawve real gresnery while others hawve
artificial greenery. Also for sale by
street vendors and in many stores are
large candles in glass containers with
metal domes, some are about g
quart size and others about a gallon
size. The flowers are beginning 1o be
put on the graves and the number of
arrangements grow daity in the local
cemetery.

As All Saints Day becomes closer, live
mums are sold and the colors are
vivid on the large displays on the
streets. On Thursday morming, All Souls
and Al Saints Day, familes across
Poland will go to church in the
morming and then gather together in
local cemeteries o add more flowers
and candles fo the graves. Families
will isit for a few hours at the
cemetery. (ITisimportant to note that
ladlies will often wear new coats and
other new clothing for this event to
show 1o the family members.) After
going home ond hoving <o Poligh
lunch {in Poland it is the big meal of
the day), families wil retumn 1o
cemeteries af dusk fo light the
candles and to visit some more. The
cemeteries will glow for several darys.

We are in Krakow on All Sdints Day.
Police and bkaricades are used for
crowd mandagement and extra trams
are put on the route to address the
crowds entering the famous Gothic
enfrance of Rakowicki Cemetery. This
is an enormous cemetery  (acres,

acres, and acres) where  many
distinguished  Polish  cifizens ars
buried. [continued on page 3|
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CA-FACS News

Correction: CA-AFCS Secretary Membership

Current CA Membership

Active 163

SOUih COGSi DiSh'iCi' NeWS Submitted by: Margaret LUchty

Memlarship stafistics in recent years in AAFCS reved o gradual decrecse in memicershio ond an even more
roticecble decrease in the active participation of members. Howewer, it s important to note that throughaout
these changes in memlbershio, the national and state offices have remaired connected and supportive of ifs
memibers, and continue o carry out the mission of the association. In addition, o5 active members express <
need for professional development opportunities and networking opportunities, the states and the national office
continue to provide them, and with much success.

The South Cocst District is an example of such memibbershio trends. Dedclining membershin and a lack of active
memizers has resulted in the district being in an unofficial inactive status for the last two yvears, Itis now officially
categorized o an “inactive® district of the state association. In the past few weeks, a letter has been sent to dll
current South Cocst members fwhich includes former Orange Distict memioers) fo inform them of this action.
South Cocst memlbears can continue their membership in AAFCS/CA-AFCS by simply continuing to pay their
annud  dues, which will ensure continuows benefits of, and corespondence from, the national and state
associction. Memibers also have the choice of changing their district designation to another district, if they so
chocse, by contacting the naotfional associction office and the state Secretary, Rochoel Llbolt ot
mlibolt@vahoo.com or /60-433-6854.

Information related to the last round of South Coast District scholarships and grants to ke awarded in Spring 2008
wass included in the letter that was mailed fo all members. Members are encouraged to appely, carefully following
the stated chiteria and requirements. See this information orline ot hitto:y Avaww .acfcs-ca.org, the state’s welbsite.
Scholarships and grants offered are:

. 3- 3400 Undergraduate Student scholarships

. 2- 3500 Credential Student or Graduate Student scholarships
. 3- 3400 New Teacher Awards

. 2- 3500 Professional Development Grants

The postrnark deadline for apelications to Dr. Bonnie Rader ot Cal State University Long Beach is January 10, 2008,
and cwards will be distributed by February 10, 2008,

Respectfully Submitted, Marge Lichty, President-Elect CA-AFCS

The American Association of Family and Consumer Sciences - Califarnia Affiliate H
























